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a cartridge; the enemy during this time were pounding us with shot and shell, and distant musketry. Our artillery could not return a shot, and had their infantry again advanced we must have repelled them with the bayonet. Our fellows would have done it; I never saw-men more determined to do their duty; but the French had suffered so severely that they could not get their men to make another attempt. They continued in our front until the ammunition for our guns was brought up. They then very soon retreated. The great effort of the French was against our right opposite to the reserve. Another column had also attacked the Guards, who were upon the left of the reserve; it was repulsed with loss. The rest of the army was not engaged.
Letters were found from Menou to a General Officer, by which it appears that the whole French force in Egypt had been concentrated for this attack. Menou as well as all his army were confident of success. The prisoners say they were from 12,000 to 14,000. They add that they have never been fought till now; that the actions in Italy were nothing to those they have fought since we have landed. Our loss is not yet ascertained; I hope it will not be found to exceed 700 or 800. That of the French must, I think, be from 2000 to 3000; I never saw a field so strewed with dead. Our effective was not more than 10,000. Sir Ralph received a shot in the thigh, but remained in the field until the action was over, and was then conveyed to the Foudroyant. Amongst the last shots which were fired one killed the horse Major Honeyman had lent me. The wound in my leg, which I received in the beginning of the action, was become painful and stiff towards nine, when the affair ended. General Oakes was also wounded about the same time, and nearly in the same part of the leg that I was, but we had both been able to continue to do our duty.
The affair being ended, as soon as I could get a horse I desired Colonel Spencer to take the command of the reserve, and I returned with Oakes to our tents, wheretuart, Count of Maida.   We shall meet with him again.]t off. The great objecttain Anderson to the right wing, with orders to the
